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FIGURE 5
Candidate Trails 
and Cycling 
Routes
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the waterfront settlements by a slower paced route.  The trail and footpath should be continuous from Port Dover and Long Point to 
provide a destination oriented trail system. The type of  trail facility that could be accommodated in this corridor would be dependent upon 
the right-of-way width and the objectives of  the County in terms of  the range of  users to be accommodated.  The most cost effi cient 
approach would be to have a primary on-road cycling facility using the existing or improved paved shoulders.  An alternative would be an 
adjacent parallel multi-use trail that could be used by a greater range of  users, particularly pedestrians. However, it would be a two-way 
facility on one side of  the road and would require additional shoulder width in many locations which could have an impact on existing 
drainage conditions as well as vegetation that is immediately adjacent to the shoulder and within the road right-of-way.

3.7 VIEWS AND VISTAS

The identifi cation of  pedestrian and cycling trails and scenic routes is largely related to the ability of  the trail/route to capture signifi cant 
views and vistas along the lakeshore.  Furthermore, the goal of  providing access to the water is closely linked to the need to protect views 
of  the lake and its shoreline.  There are different types of  views that warrant protection and enhancement as conceptually identifi ed on 
Figure 6, including:  

Views from streets perpendicular to the shoreline – Within settlement areas, these views are experienced every day by residents 
and foster a sense of  connection to the place and its setting. 

Views from existing and potential lookout points – There are existing and potential lookout points along the lakeshore that 
provide grand panoramas that are important to the understanding of  the overall confi guration, character, and use of  the lakeshore 
landscape. 

Views of  the lakeshore at lake level – These views are too numerous to identify, but have a lot of  elements in common.  The 
shoreline of  Lake Erie is perceived as a sliver of  trees set on a plane of  water and framed by a very large canvas of  sky.  Sometimes, 
the view is punctuated by bluffs and fallen trees or sand dunes.  The value of  these views relies not only on the continuity of  a densely 
vegetated escarpment, but also on the ability to see the impact of  the natural processes of  erosion and sand deposition that are an 
intrinsic part of  the lakeshore. It is important to prevent the clear cutting of  vegetation on the escarpment, as well as prohibit the 
setting of  wind turbines too close to the shoreline. 
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FIGURE 6
Existing and 
Potential 
Lookout Points
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4.0 MOVING FORWARD

4.1 OPPORTUNITIES SUMMARY MAP

The Lakeshore Profi le summarizes the issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development of  Lakeshore 
Options for the policy and community design direction for the LSPA.  These issues, opportunities and constraints 
are summarized and conceptually presented in the Figure 7 and include: recommended growth areas, areas of  

high agricultural land value and specialty crop areas, natural heritage system features and resources, coastal erosion, servicing 
constraints, candidate trails and scenic routes, and existing and proposed views and vistas.

4.2 NEXT STEPS

The following outlines the next steps in the study process in preparing the LSPA Secondary Plan:

Public/Agency Input – Meetings will be held with the public and representatives of  agencies and provincial ministries to 
introduce the study process and timeframe and to present the fi nding of  the Technical Research Compendium Report, March 
2007 and the Lakeshore Profi le.  Community Information Sessions will also be conducted.

Phase II - Lakeshore Options – Based upon the technical fi ndings and identifi cation of  issues, opportunities and 
constraints, we will develop Lakeshore Options for the policy and community design direction for the LSPA.  The Lakeshore 
Options will be evaluated to identify the preferred policy and community design direction which will ultimately form the 
basis for the preparation of  the Secondary Plan and Community Design Guidelines.  

Phase III – Secondary Plan and Community Design Guidelines – The fi nal phase of  the project will involve the 
preparation of  the LSPA Secondary Plan and Community Design guidelines based on the preferred policy and community 
design direction identifi ed in Phase II.  The Secondary Plan will complement the general policies and land use designations 
of  the adopted Norfolk County Offi cial Plan while providing more detailed planning and land use guidance for the 
waterfront.  

Charting New Directions
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FIGURE 7
Conceptual 

Summary of 
Opportunities 

and Constraints



 








